
Chapter One – The River Bank – The Wind in the Willows 

1 How many tools did Mole need for 

his spring-cleaning? 

7 – brooms, dusters, ladders, steps, chairs, brush & pail 

(bucket) 

2 Why was he spring-cleaning? Spring was in the air above and had penetrated down to 

his house. 

3 ‘Something up above was calling him 

imperiously…’ What is meant by 

‘imperiously’? 

Demanding he come straight away, expecting him to 

come, sounding like an emperor. 

4 The author has made up a word in 

describing Mole’s progress to the 

surface. What is it and why did he 

make it up? 

‘scrooged’. Take answers. I think it sort of implies a 

wriggling movement while pulling oneself along by the 

claws but… 

5 What was better than 

whitewashing? 

The sunshine on his fur; the soft breezes on his brow; 

the tweeting of the birds. 

6 Mole chaffed the rabbits. Look at 

what he says. What does ‘chaffed’ 

mean and why does he say what he 

says, do you think? 

It means teasing. He says ‘Onion Sauce as it is what 

people used to eat when eating rabbit. We might say 

‘Mint sauce!’ to lambs as we went by! 

7 What does the author think is the 

best bit of being on holiday? 

Seeing other people working when you are not! 

8 How does the author describe the 

river? What device does he use? 

A metaphor – he writes as if the river is an animal. This 

is also known as personification when it is extended like 

this. An object is given human or animal personalities.  

9 Why does the author use so many 

words to describe the river? ‘All 

was a-shake and a-shiver – glints 

and gleams and sparkles, rustle and 

swirl, chatter and bubble.’ 

It’s the first time Mole has seen one and so he is 

overcome by it all. The author has used lots of similar 

words here to emphasise this fact, how everything he 

looks at and sees is new. 

10 What was ‘too glittering and small 

for a glow-worm’? 

Water Rat’s eye(s). 

11 Why did ‘Mole’s whole heart’ go out 

to the boat ‘at once’? 

It was ‘cute’. It looked so smart and tidy and neat. 

12 ‘sculled’? (‘The Rat sculled smartly 

across…’) 

Rowed. 

13 Why did Mole step ‘gingerly down’? He had never been in a boat before so he would not know 

what it was like to get into a boat so he would have been 

a little careful and anxious. 

14 What did Mole think was the best 

thing? 

‘messing about in boats’. 

15 Why does the author not put any 

commas in the list of foods in the 

luncheon-basket? 

To show that Mole was talking so fast that he did not 

pause at all…  
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16 Why in February are Mole’s cellars 

and basements ‘brimming with drink 

that’s no good to me’? 

The river floods and fills his rooms with river water! 

17 Why does Mole think that living on 

the river might be a bit dull? 

He doesn’t realise that there is so much wildlife living by 

and on the river. He has only seen Mole so far. 

18 Why does nobody interfere with 

Badger in the Wild Wood? 

He’s bigger than all the other animals. Got teeth and 

claws! 

19 Why does Rat not trust the weasels 

and stoats and foxes? 

‘they break out sometimes’. They evidently don’t always 

behave properly! 

20 Why does Rat tell Mole not to even 

mention the Wide World? 

He’s quite happy where he is in his own little world. He 

doesn’t see any need to even think about anywhere else 

and so neither should Mole. 

21 Why was Mole only able to say ‘Oh 

my! Oh my! Oh my!’? 

He was so taken by the beauty of the backwater, that 

he couldn’t think. 

22 Why did Mole want to unpack the 

luncheon-basket so much? 

Everything he saw and did was a new experience to him 

and so exciting and interesting. 

23 What struck Mole as funny? What 

was it? 

The streak of bubbles travelling along the surface of 

the water. It was Otter. 

24 What does Badger not like? Company. He doesn’t like too many people around. He’s 

more of a loner. 

25 How many boats had Toad played in 

because of his fads? 

Can you work out what type of boat 

a wager-boat is from the text? 

4 – sailing boat, a punt, a houseboat (like in Swallows and 

Amazons) and a wager-boat (a racing boat only just big 

enough for one). 

26 What have we learnt about Toad’s 

character just from this 

information about the boats? 

That he flits from idea to idea. His mind never settles in 

one place for long. As soon as something starts to bore 

he moves on to something new. 

27 Why did the Sun look so ‘bright and 

welcome’ as Mole returned to the 

surface? 

He couldn’t swim! Remember he’d never seen a river 

before today!  

28 What sort of character does Rat 

have? He didn’t get annoyed even 

when Mole tipped the boat over? 

He has a cheerful personality. He is a ‘happy chappie’. 

Nothing gets him down. Even when he was talking about 

the ‘Wild Wood’ and the ‘Wide World’ he didn’t say 

anything nasty about them, just said that sometimes 

some of the animals ‘break out’ sometimes. He sees the 

good in everybody and everything. 

29 Why was Mole so upset about what 

he’d done? 

Because Rat had been so kind and generous to him all day 

and then he’d turned round and risked Rat’s belongings 

(the boat and the luncheon-basket) just because he’d 

got a bit to full of himself. 

30 How does the author write about all 

these animals? What have you 

noticed about their portrayal? 

These animals are all described and depicted with human 

traits and behaviour. This is called anthropomorphism. 
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1 Why was Ratty not listening to 

Mole at the beginning of the 

chapter? 

Busy thinking about his little song he’d made up, and 

very pleased with it. 

2 What was Ratty doing earlier in 

the day that annoyed the ducks 

so much? 

Diving down and tickling them under where their chins 

should be, if ducks had chins! 

3 Why did the ducks have to 

surface when he did this? 

‘Cos they couldn’t shout at him under water, they could 

only use body language, whereas on the surface they 

could tell him exactly what they thought of him! 

4 What does ‘Up tails all!’ mean in 

Ratty’s song? 

When ducks put their  

heads under water,  

looking for something  

to eat and all you can 

see of them are their 

tails. This behaviour 

belongs to a certain 

type of ducks called 

dabbling ducks - they 

do this in shallow 

water. 

5 Are the ducks poetry lovers? No, they just want to be left to get on with what they 

do.  

6 Why does Mole say, ‘So it is, so 

it is,’ and then, ‘Well then, it 

isn’t, it isn’t,’ when Ratty is 

talking about the ducks not 

liking him writing poems about 

them? 

Mole is a kind person, he is quite happy to support 

whatever Ratty says so long as Ratty is happy. 

7 Why does Mr Toad have such a 

fascination for Mole? 

He’s heard a lot about him. He evidently sounds 

interesting to Moley. 

8 Why doesn’t it matter what 

time they turn up at Mr Toad’s 

place? 

‘Early or late he’s always the same fellow. Always good-

tempered, always glad to see you, always sorry when 

you go!’ He’s even tempered, an equable fellow. 

9 Why does Rat say, ‘We can’t all 

be geniuses...’ what is he 

implying about himself and Mr 

Toad? 

That he is one and Mr Toad isn’t! 

10 Ratty says Mr Toad is adjective excessively proud of oneself. He thinks he’s 
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conceited, what does he mean 

by that? 

great, he’s the best, the bee’s knees,  

11 What did Rat notice about the 

boathouse as he arrived and 

what did he decide had 

happened? 

That no boats were in the water, they were all pulled up 

out, or up in the roof, the place looked unused. Ratty 

realised that Mr Toad had gone off boating, his latest 

fad was over and that something else had taken his 

fancy. 

12 Mr Toad says, ‘I want you badly 

– both of you.’ Is that true? 

It can’t be, he’s never met Mole before and hasn’t even 

been introduced to him yet! How could he want someone 

he didn’t even know existed before he met him! 

13 Why did Mr Toad turn red 

when Rat nudged Mole? 

He knew Rat was making a comment about his boasting 

about his house and was embarrassed. 

14 Why does the author say that 

Rat spoke, ‘with an innocent air’, 

when he said he still needed 

more coaching at rowing?  

Because he wants to make you realise that Rat is 

actually teasing Mr Toad without Mr Toad knowing it, 

because Rat already knew that Mr Toad wasn’t 

interested in rowing anymore. 

15 Why was Mr Toad so taken by 

the idea of the gypsy caravan? 

He can get out in it, he could be here one day, and 

somewhere else completely tomorrow. 

16 Why was Rat not interested in 

looking inside the caravan? 

He’d seen it all before, Mr Toad getting excited about 

something, only to change his mind soon after. He is 

also a water rat and not really interested in land stuff. 

17 What would you store in the 

locker? Why would it be so 

different to what Mr Toad has 

put in there? 

They need to realise that foodstuffs change and tinned 

sardines were quite a new thing when this book was 

written. Letter paper was needed as no e-mail and not 

many telephones. Soda-water as no fizzy drinks then, 

and to go with whisky! Dominoes as no Gameboys, or TV 

or radio! 

18 Why are ‘we’, ‘start’ and ‘this 

afternoon’ in italics in Rat’s 

answer to Mr Toad saying – 

‘when we make our start this 

afternoon’? Why has the author 

insisted on this? 

He is emphasising their importance and that Rat 

stressed them as he spoke, making them more obvious 

in his speech (read it out to them showing the 

emphasis). The author has done this to show that Rat is 

not happy and also so Mr Toad realises that he is 

assuming something without even asking his ‘friends’. 

The author did not want to just write. Mr Toad realised 

that he had not asked Rat and Mole – that’s a pretty 

boring sentence. 

19 Why does Toad speak 

‘imploringly’? 

adverb in an earnestly begging, or desperate manner. 

Mr Toad wants them to come with him, so he has to 

persuade them, to ask them to change their mind. 

20 Why did it all sound interesting 

to Mole? 

His was a very simple life before he met Rat and now 

there are new horizons opening up for him, lots of 

possibilities for adventures. 

21 Why does Mr Toad say, ‘Come He realises he has to stop trying to persuade them, 
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along in and have some lunch,’ 

diplomatically? 

especially as Ratty has dug his heels in and is refusing 

to go.  He is hoping that over lunch he might be able to 

persuade them, or that Rat might rethink and change 

his mind. 

22 ‘Disregarding the rat, he 

proceeded to play upon the 

inexperienced Mole as on a 

harp.’ This is how the author 

describes Mr Toad’s behaviour 

over lunch. Why? 

The author is showing that Mr Toad knew that Mole 

was the one to concentrate on; that he couldn’t change 

Rat’s mind but he might be able to work on Rat via Mole. 

Mole is already interested in the idea, and Mr Toad 

just has to get him so excited that he HAS to go, and 

makes Rat go too. 

23 Why, in the end did Rat go with 

them? 

He didn’t want to disappoint his friends. They had 

already planned the next couple of weeks! 

24 Why does the author not have 

the old grey horse talk? 

He’s not part of the main story. He’s not a main 

character. He’s almost just an animal, unlike Rat, Mole 

and Mr Toad, with their human characteristics. 

25 Why did the rabbits, say, ‘Oh 

my! Oh my!’ as they went by 

that afternoon. 

The caravan was brand new and a beautiful colour 

(canary yellow). It looked really good. 

26 ‘I think about it,’ he added 

pathetically… Rat is thinking 

about his river. Why does he 

speak pathetically? What is the 

author implying about Rat? 

He’s homesick; he wants to be back on the river. The 

author wants us to realise that he is clearly sounding 

unhappy but although Mole realises, Mr Toad doesn’t. 

 

Adverb - In a manner that arouses pity 

27 Why does Rat not just up and 

leave, there and then as he’s so 

homesick? 

He knows …’it wouldn’t be safe for him (Mr Toad) to be 

left to himself. It won’t take very long. His fads never 

do.’ 

Mr Toad is too impulsive, too much a nice person. 

28 Why did Mr Toad want to go 

back to his bunk on the second 

morning 

He had had to join in and do some of the chores so he 

wanted to avoid them. He liked the idea of caravan life 

but didn’t want to actually have to do any Of the hard 

work! 

29 Why does the author call the 

driver of the motor car a 

‘pilot’? 

The car, as it drove past, in a swirl of dust, seemed to 

take over the ground and the air around it, so it was as 

if it could fly as well as drive. 

30 What had happened to Mr Toad 

as he’d watched the car drive 

by and off into the distance? 

He had changed allegiance. He had seen something 

faster and better than his little caravan. He had found 

a new fad! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter Three – The Wild Wood - The Wind in the Willows 

1 Why did Mole want to meet Badger so 

much? 

He seemed an important person and was a big 

influence on the area. He wanted to meet this 

Mr Big. 

2 Why did Rat always put him off when he 

asked to see Badger? 

Evidently Badger is an interesting character, 

but obviously not like Mr Toad. There might be 

something a bit scary about him. He’s definitely 

a lot bigger than Rat or Mole. 

3 What do Badgers hate? ‘Society, and invitations, and dinner, and all that 

sort of thing.’ 

4 What were the two reasons that Rat 

gave as to why they couldn’t just go and 

visit Badger? 

He’s very shy. He lives in the middle of the Wild 

Wood. 

5 Rat is evasive when talking about the 

Wild Wood. What does that tell us about 

the Wild Wood? 

There’s something he doesn’t want Mole to 

know. He won’t go into details, but skims over 

his answer. 

Evasive, means avoiding being clear, trying to 

get out of something. 

6 The river’s speed ‘mocked’ at boating of 

any sort or kind. How is the author 

writing about the river? 

As if the river is a person, this is called 

personification, where an object is given human 

qualities. 

7 What made Mole start to think about 

Badger again? 

Summer being over. He was stuck indoors a lot, 

because of the cold and frost. 

8 What was it like to live with Ratty in the 

winter? 

Early nights; Rat wrote poetry; animals visited; 

lots of talk about the summer. 

9 The author uses personification to 

describe the march of the summer. Find 

the evidence. 

‘Purple loosestrife arrived early, shaking 

luxuriant tangled locks along the edge of the 

mirror whence its own face laughed back at 

it…the diffident and delaying dog-rose stepped 

delicately on the stage…meadow-sweet, 

debonair and odorous in amber jerkin, moved 

graciously to his place in the group.’ 

10 Why did Mole finally decide to get up and 

go find Badger for himself? 

…’had a good deal of spare time on his hands…’  

11 Why could he see so far on his walk? No leaves, only the branches were left on trees, 

bushes and shrubs. 

12 ‘…like a black reef in some still southern 

sea.’ What poetic device is used here? 

Simile. 

13 ‘…and trees crouched nearer and nearer, 

and holes made ugly mouths at him on 

either side.’ What is the author building 

up in your mind? 

That something nasty might happen. That the 

Wild Wood is threatening; there was a reason 

for Rat to be so evasive. 
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14 What might the faces have been? Who 

else lived in the Wild Woods, other than 

Badger? 

P9 – weasels and stoats, the heads of foxes are 

too big. 

15 When he first saw the face, was he 

bothered? How do we know? 

Not much.  

‘He quickened his pace, telling himself 

cheerfully not to begin imagining things…’ 

16 ‘…all fixing on him glances of malice and 

hatred: all hard-eyed and evil and sharp.’ 

Why has the author used so many words 

to do with badness? 

To emphasise just how much they affected 

Mole; just how horrible the feeling was in the 

wood; just how alien the wood was to Mole; how 

out of place Mole was in the Wild Wood. 

17 What was the whistling? The animals with the faces communicating with 

each other, passing on the message about Mole 

to others. 

18 ‘And he--he was alone, and unarmed, and 

far from any help; and the night was 

closing in.’ What does this make you feel 

about Mole and the situation he’s in. 

He very alone, on his own, In great danger, it 

wasn’t only the night that was closing in, but 

also the faces. 

19 What made him realise the pattering was 

the sound of footsteps and not falling 

leaves? 

The rhythm - it was regular, like a drum rhythm. 

20 Why did the rabbit not try to swerve 

around Mole? 

He was terrified, running for his life, not 

noticing where he was going, so long as it was 

away. 

21 When he took refuge in the beech tree 

did he know he was safe? 

No. 

…’which offered shelter, concealment--perhaps 

even safety, but who could tell?’ 

22 What had Rat tried to shelter him from? ‘…the Terror of the Wild Wood!’ 

23 Why did Rat not look up straightaway and 

notice Mole was gone? 

He wanted to continue with his poem, he had 

been in the middle of it when he dropped off. 

He assumed that Mole was still there as he had 

been before, and didn’t go anywhere without 

him. 

24 What did Mole take with him into the 

Wild Wood? 

Two pistols, and a cudgel (make sure they 

understand, or have worked out that a brace 

means two and exactly what a cudgel is). 

noun a short thick stick used as a weapon. 

25 Why was there no hesitation when Rat 

entered the Wild Wood? 

He wanted to rescue Mole, and he knew what he 

might find there, but he was suitably armed. 

26 What was the problem when they got up 

to make their way home? 

It was snowing hard. 

27 How was the snow changing the look of 

the forest? 

It was making it not look such a scary place. By 

hiding all the holes, and hiding places, it was no 

longer threatening. 
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28 What do you find out about Mole when 

they discover the door-scraper, and then 

the door-mat? 

That he isn’t a very clever fellow. Rat has 

worked out the importance of them, but Mole 

just thinks somebody has dumped them there. 

29 Mole helped Rat to scrape away more 

snow. Had he worked out the importance 

of the mat and scraper? 

No, he just did it to keep Rat happy. 

‘…Mole scraped busily too, more to oblige the 

Rat than for any other reason…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter Four – Mr Badger - The Wind in the Willows 

1 Why does Mr Badger greet them 

like he does? What is he trying 

to tell them by saying ‘the very 

next time this happens’? 

He is warning them off. By saying the ‘very next 

time’, he’s hoping that whoever it is will never come 

back again, or even turn round and run away! 

2 ‘They followed him, nudging each 

other in an anticipating sort of 

way.’ What does this mean? 

They wondered what it would look like, what there 

would be for supper. Mole especially was excited at 

being in Badger’s home. 

3 ‘A couple of…settles…gave 

further sitting accommodation 

for the sociably disposed.’ What 

does this mean? Why? 

They faced each other; so people, who wanted to 

talk to each other, could sit facing each other. 

4 Why are the floor ’smiling’, the 

settles ‘cheerful’, and the plates 

‘grinning’? What is the author 

trying to get across to the 

reader about the place? 

Mr Badger was a bit uninviting first, but now they 

are in and are friends, the writer wants us to 

realise what a ‘nice’ place it was. How welcoming it 

was for the two little exhausted animals who had 

been having a horrible time of it out in the Wild 

Wood. 

5 ‘it seemed to the storm-driven 

animals, now in safe anchorage…’ 

What are the animals being 

compared to? 

Ships. If they can’t get it, make them look at the 

word anchorage and think about what it is usually 

applied to. 

6 How hungry were they? How do 

you know? 

‘Conversation was impossible for a long time...’ They 

were all too busy eating to talk. 

Also ‘they had felt pretty hungry before, but… 

7 Why is it a regrettable 

conversation when they do start 

talking? 

Because it’s rude to talk with your mouth full. But 

Badger ‘did not mind that sort of things at all.’ 

8 Why was it good to explain to 

Badger what they’d been doing 

that they’d ended up outside 

Badger’s door? 

He didn’t say ‘I told you so’. He didn’t point out 

where they’d gone wrong, or what they should have 

done, or what he would have done. He just listened 

and didn’t criticise them. 

9 Why was Toad going from ‘bad 

to worse’? 

Another smash-up and a bad one. He kept buying 

new cars and crashing them! 

10 Why did he crash so often? 

What was the problem? 

He will ‘insist on driving himself, and he’s hopelessly 

incapable.’ Toad is a rubbish driver! 

11 Why won’t he hire someone to 

drive? 

‘He’s convinced he’s a heaven-born driver, and 

nobody can teach him anything…’ He’s too 

pigheaded and thinks he’s a fantastic driver. 

12 What is the problem with all 

these crashes? What could it 

lead to? 

Buying new cars and paying fines cost money, and 

although Toad is rich, he’s not a millionaire. The 

money will run out in the end. Or, he’ll end up dead! 
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13 Why couldn’t Badger do anything 

now? What word has the author 

avoided using when talking about 

the winter and the animal’s 

habits? Why? 

Hibernation. The writer doesn’t use this word 

because it is too much a scientific word and he is 

talking about the animals as a social bunch of 

friends. He is writing a story, not a scientific piece 

of writing. 

14 How will they sort Toad out?  Somehow! Even ‘by force’ if necessary. They would 

make Toad see sense. 

15 Why was Mole so happy in 

Badger’s home but Ratty less so? 

Mole was used to living underground, but Rat liked 

sleeping by the river. Ensure the children find the 

specific words and understand them in the text. 

16 Why did the beds look ’soft and 

inviting’? 

They were very tired. They just wanted to lie down 

and sleep. 

inviting • adjective tempting or attractive.  

17 ‘-mother would have us go, was 

the weather ever so-’ What does 

this mean? 

Was the weather ever so means whatever the 

weather, i.e. whether it was rainy, or sunny, snowy, 

stormy, she still made them go to school. 

18 Why did Badger not just say he 

was going for a snooze? Why did 

he give an excuse? 

He couldn’t just say the same thing each time for 6 

months. He had to have lots of other excuses for 

going off somewhere on his own for a bit. 

19 Why did Otter not worry when 

he found out that Ratty and 

Mole were missing? 

‘I knew that when people were in a fix they mostly 

went to Badger, or else Badger got to know of it 

somehow...’ 

20 Why was Otter so annoyed wit 

the rabbits? 

‘Cos they could have helped them by taking them 

into their burrows but they didn’t even think about 

it. 

21 What does the author imply by 

what Otter says, ‘…if I had had 

the luck to meet any of ‘Them’ 

I’d have learnt something more – 

or they would.’ Why is the word 

‘they’ in italics? 

That ‘he might have been a bit nasty towards 

‘them’. He’d have made sure ‘they’ told him what 

had been going on.  

Read it carefully to them if they can’t work it out 

and make them listen carefully to the emphasis. 

22 What was it about being 

underground that Mole and 

Badger liked so much? 

Nothing and nobody can get/happen to you. Things 

can go on up on the surface and you can join in or 

not. When you want to bother you can be into the 

stuff up on top, but otherwise you can forget about 

it. 

23 What, for Badger, is one of the 

best things about living 

underground which does not 

apply to Ratty and Toad living up 

on the surface? 

‘Above all, no weather.’ 

In his home he can’t get flooded, dried out, blown 

away, set on fire. 

 

 



Chapter Five – Dulce Domum – The Wind in the Willows 

1 ‘Plodding at random across the 

plough…’ What does ‘plough’ mean? 

Ploughed field. 

2 Why did the beaten track make 

walking ‘a lighter business’? 

They didn’t have to walk through the upturned soil. 

The path had been used so much the earth had been 

trodden down and their feet didn’t sink into it. 

3 Why did Mole talk about coming to 

the village ‘dubiously’? 

dubious • adjective 1 hesitating or doubting.  

He wasn’t sure about getting too close to a village. 

They were, after all, animals. 

4 Why was it fine at this time of the 

year? 

Everyone and everything was indoors. 

5 ‘The rapid nightfall…had quite beset 

the little village’ What does ‘beset’ 

mean? 

beset • verb (besetting; past and past part. beset) 

trouble or harass persistently.  

Night had fallen. It was dark everywhere in the 

village. 

6 What was the natural grace those 

inside had? Why was it the last skill 

an actor achieved? 

‘perfect unconsciousness of observation’. They 

behaved normally because they didn’t know they were 

being watched. 

An actor is always watched and is aware of it, after 

all it is his job, so to forget about being watched 

would really be a ‘top’ skill. 

7 Why did they look through the 

windows with ‘something of 

wistfulness in their eyes’? 

They were tired and wanted to be home themselves, 

so they watched everybody with envy as that was 

where they wanted to be, in front of the fire, 

stretching out in a chair. 

wistful • adjective having or showing a feeling of 

vague or regretful longing.  

8 Why did Mole think about food so 

much as he walked along? 

He didn’t know where he was going and it was too 

dark to see anything. He was just following Ratty and 

so didn’t need to think. 

9 What did he suddenly smell? Did he 

recognise it straight away? 

His home. But it took a little while for him to 

recognise what it was he was ‘smelling’. 

10 Why hadn’t he thought about home 

for so long? 

‘so absorbed had he been in his new life, in all its 

pleasures, its surprises, its fresh and captivating 

experiences.’ He’d been having too much fun with all 

the new experiences he had been having. 

absorb • verb 1 soak up (liquid or another substance). 

2 take in (information). 3 assimilate or take over 

(something less powerful). 4 use up 6 usu. as 

absorbed or absorbing engross the attention of. 

11 Why was it calling so hard, after all 

it was shabby, and poorly furnished 

and small? 

shabby • adjective (shabbier, shabbiest) 1 worn out 

or dilapidated.  

Yes, but it was his home, the one he’d lived in for so 

long. It was his, nobody else’s.  
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12 Why didn’t Ratty stop when asked 

to? 

He was too far ahead. He didn’t hear exactly what 

Mole was saying. He didn’t notice the tone in which 

Mole was calling. He could smell snow and so just 

wanted to get home. 

13 ‘Poor Mole…a big sob gathering, 

gathering, somewhere low down 

inside him, to leap up to the surface 

presently…in passionate embrace.’ 

What does this mean? What is the 

author trying to tell us about Mole’s 

emotions? 

He was so upset that he knew he was going to burst 

into tears. He was trying not to but… 

The author wants us to realise just how upset Mole 

was, how deeply he was feeling about his home. How 

much it was taking up his thoughts at that moment.  

14 Why didn’t Mole just turn tail and 

go find his home? 

He was friends with Ratty. He didn’t want to upset 

him, or leave him alone in the dark, on his way home. 

15 Why didn’t Ratty notice Mole’s 

silence? 

He was too busy being selfish and only thinking about 

what it would be like for him soon, when he got home. 

16 Why did Mole finally give in and sob 

his heart out? 

He knew it was too late, he would never see his home 

again. He had remembered how wonderful it was but 

there was no chance of seeing it. He was totally upset 

– devastated. 

17 ‘…the tunnel to which his unerring 

nose had faithfully led him.’ What 

does ‘unerring’ mean? 

unerring • adjective always right or accurate.  

To err is to make a mistake so unerring is the 

opposite, to never make a mistake. 

Make them think about the rest of the sentence and 

try to work it out from the context if they don’t 

know it. 

18 ‘…seemed a long time to Rate ere 

the passage ended...’ What does 

‘ere’ mean? 

ere • preposition & conjunction literary or archaic 

before (in time).  

Make them think about the rest of the sentence and 

try to work it out from the context if they don’t 

know it. 

19 Why was Mole so upset when he 

entered his home? 

He saw it as it was, dusty, unlived in, shabby, small. 

He realised that Ratty had been so kind to him and 

where he’d brought him wasn’t a fantastic place. 

20 What does it tell you about Ratty’s 

character, that he sorted 

everything out, and Mole’s 

character that he collapsed in a 

miserable heap? 

He saw the positive in everything. He wanted it to be 

good for Mole and wasn’t going to let him fester. He 

meant to make it happy for Mole. 

Mole could not see how to make everything well. He 

thought Ratty would think it had been a waste of 

time coming all this way just to make Mole happy. 

Mole could never see the positive in things. He always 

saw the bad things in life, whereas Ratty always saw 

the good things in life. 
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21 What did Ratty do that was perfect 

for getting Mole out of the dismals 

(his miserable mood)and back to 

good humour? 

Asked him to tell him how he got this or that. To 

explain what he’d done to get his home just so. 

22 Why was there ‘no more talk of 

play-acting once the very real and 

solid contents of the basket had 

been tumbled out on the table’? 

Everyone was hungry and they were easily distracted 

by the thought of food. 

23 ‘…a lately barren board set thick 

with savoury comforts’? Can you 

rewrite this to make sense to you 

and the other children? 

The empty table was now full of food, or something 

similar. They need to work out what ‘barren’ means 

and that ‘comforts’ means food in this case. 

24 ‘…their jacket pockets stuffed with 

remembrances for the small 

brothers and sisters at home.’ What 

might the ‘remembrances’ be? 

Food. There wasn’t much else in the house, so I think 

that that is what they must be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapters Six and Seven 

Chapter Six – Mr Toad  

1 ‘Bother!’ said the Rat, all over egg.’ 

What does ‘all over egg’ mean? Why 

does he say ‘Bother!’? 

He’s busy eating his breakfast – egg. He may have a 

mouthful, or it may be all round his mouth! 

He said ‘Bother!’ because they were having a nice quiet 

breakfast and he didn’t want to be disturbed.  

2 Why was it a wonderful thing for 

Mr Badger to visit them? 

‘He generally had to be caught, if you wanted him 

badly…or else hunted up in his own house…’ 

3 What was the problem that 

morning, that brought Mr Badger to 

them? 

‘This very morning…another new and exceptionally 

powerful motor-car will arrive at Toad Hall…’ 

4 ‘…which transform him…into an 

Object which throws any decent-

minded animal that comes across it 

into a violent fit.’ What is the 

author implying? What does it mean 

by violent fit in this instance? 

Killing themselves laughing.  

Imagine a toad all dressed up for driving (old-

fashioned with goggles and coat and gloves, etc). He 

must look a site. Anyone looking must have laughed 

themselves silly. 

5 Mr Toad’s ‘hearty accents faltered 

and fell away’. Why? 

‘…he noticed the stern unbending look on the 

countenances of his silent friends…’ 

He realised that his friends were not in a happy mood. 

They were not to be persuaded. 

Countenance • noun 1 a person’s face or facial 

expression. 

6 Why did Badger and Mole and Rat 

do what they did to Toad? 

‘You’ve disregarded all the warnings we’ve given you, 

you’ve gone on squandering the money your father left 

you, and you’re getting us animals a bad name in the 

district by your furious driving and your smashes and 

your rows with the police.’ 

7 Why did Toad change his mind 

about being sorry once he was out 

of the smoking-room? 

‘I’d have said anything in there. You’re so 

eloquent…and so moving…But I’ve been searching my 

mind since…and I find that I’m not a bit sorry or 

repentant really…’ 

8 What was badger’s warning before 

he went off for a walk and did Rat 

listen? 

‘…you look out…when Toad’s quiet and submissive…then 

he’s at his artfullest. There’s sure to be something up.’ 

No, Rat let Toad persuade him that he was dying. 

9 What was it that Rat told Toad 

without him realising that was so 

useful to Toad? 

‘‘Mole,’ he added incautiously, ‘is going out for a run 

round with Badger. They’ll be out till luncheon-time…’ 

He revealed that he was the only person left in the 

house, and would be for several hours. 

10 Why ws it a gloomy luncheon for Rat 

when the others returned?  

They were very angry with him. They criticised him 

for what he had done. And, Mole, his friend was just 

as critical. 

11 What made Toad ‘start and fall a-

trembling’? 

The ‘poop-poop’ of a motor-car approaching. 
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12 What made Toad drive away in the 

car, without thinking of the 

consequences? 

‘…the old passion seized on Toad and completely 

mastered him, body and soul.’ 

‘As if in a dream…’ 

13 Who are the ‘brutal minions of the 

law’? 

minion • noun a servile or unimportant follower of a 

powerful person.  

The author means the police. You may need to lead 

them to realise this, by making them think about 

courts and who is involved there. 

14 Why does the author spend so much 

time describing his passage through 

the building? What is he building up 

in your mind? 

By spending so much time, he’s making it clear what a 

serious situation Toad has got himself into. It’s also 

pointing out what a horrible place he’s ended up in. 

Each description is nastier and nastier – starting with 

the jeers and the carrots; through mastiffs straining 

at the leash; to the grimmest dungeon 

15 Why does the author make the 

sergeant use such old-fashioned 

language by the time they reach the 

‘grimmest dungeon’? 

It’s like Toad has gone back in history. He hasn’t 

ended up in a prison cell in a prison block. He’s ended 

up in a dungeon. And as they walked him through the 

castle so they walked his punishment back in time. 

This may be too hard. Try linking it to the previous 

question. 

Chapter Seven – The Piper at the 

Gates of Dawn 

 

16 Was it dark at ten o’clock in the 

evening? Where’s the evidence? 

No. 

‘…the sky still clung to and retained some lingering 

skirts of light from the departed day.’ 

17 When the author writes that ‘Mole 

lay stretched on the bank, still 

panting from the stress of the 

fierce day that had been cloudless 

from dawn to late sunset…’ What is 

he implying about the day? Why 

can’t Mole do anything other than 

lie there? 

It was a boiling hot day. The fact that it had been 

cloudless tells you it had been sunny and the word 

‘fierce’ tells you that it had been very hot. 

Mole is just too hot and bothered to do anything other 

than lie on the bank! 

18 Why was Mole not bothered about 

Portly’s disappearance? 

‘He’s always straying off and getting lost, and turning 

up again; he’s so adventurous. But no harm ever 

happens to him.’ 

It was always happening and he always turned up safe 

so he couldn’t be bothered to worry about another 

disappearance! 

19 Why did Otter choose that spot to 

sit all night in hope? 

‘…It was there he gave Portly his first swimming 

lesson…it was there he used to teach him fishing…the 

child loved the spot…’ 
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20 Was the night silent out on the 

river? Why not? 

All the night animals were out and about. 

‘the night was full of small noises, song and chatter 

and rustling, telling of the busy little population who 

were up and about…’ 

21 What does it mean, when the moon 

came out that – ‘all radiant again as 

by day, but with a difference that 

was tremendous. Their old haunts 

greeted them again in other 

raiment…’ 

Raiment • noun archaic or literary clothing. 

Get them to think about the difference in light 

between the daytime Sunlight and the light of a full 

Moon. It makes it all glittery and grey and silver – 

makes it look magical – things glitter and glimmer, and 

that is how it was all looking that night. 

22 What type of music did Rat hear? ‘…the thin, clear happy call of the distant piping.’ 

23 Normally if you read about He or 

Him in a book it refers to God, but 

who is it referring to here? What 

and who do they see? 

It’s still God, but it’s their God, the animals’ God 

In ancient Greece Pan was the god of woods and of 

pastures - He is not completely human in form, but 

part man and part goat. He has the ears, horns and 

legs of a goat. He plays the pan-pipes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Eight – Toad’s Adventures 

1 What made Toad ‘shed bitter 

tears’ and abandon himself to 

‘dark despair’? 

He realised how far way he was from sunshine and 

roads, and how deep he was inside this castle. 

2 Did he feel it unfair that he was 

imprisoned for stealing? What 

word tells you his opinion? 

No. 

‘How can I ever hope to be ever set large again…who 

have been imprisoned so justly for stealing…?’ 

3 What did his gaoler keep pointing 

out to him? What could he have 

done? 

‘…frequently pointed out that many comforts, and 

indeed luxuries, could by arrangement be sent in – at a 

price – from outside.’ 

He could have bought in some good food, and all sorts 

of luxuries to make his stay in the dungeon much 

better. He had the money; after all he was a rich 

Toad. 

4 Why did the canary annoy the 

prisoners so much? 

It ws hung up in the keep. It would have sung and 

chirped all day, and would have been very annoying 

especially after lunch when some of the prisoners 

tried to have a little nap! 

5 What was it that made Toad 

think for a moment that ‘perhaps 

life was not such a blank and 

desperate thing as he had 

imagined’? 

‘The penetrating smell of cabbage…’ 

You may need to explain what bubble-and-squeak is! 

6 Why did the smell of buttered 

toast talk to Toad of warm 

kitchen and breakfasts on bright 

frosty mornings? 

You eat it for breakfast. You don’t necessarily eat it 

on hot summer mornings. It’s the sort of thing you 

might want to eat in the winter when it’s cold outside 

and you’re all warm and snug inside. 

7 How does Toad describe his 

house? What sort of manner does 

he use? 

He starts talking just like an estate agent. He doesn’t 

describe it as we might - ‘It’s a great big house with a 

huge living room and my bedroom is pink and lovely…’ 

8 Why did the girl not say that she 

was fond of animals as pets? 

‘…she had the sense to see that Toad would be 

extremely offended.’ 

9 The daughter was sorry for Toad, 

begin shut up in the dungeon, but 

what did Toad think was 

happening? 

‘Toad… thought that her interest in him proceeded 

from a growing tenderness…’ 

He thought she was falling in love with him. What a 

vain Toad he was! 

10 Why are Toad and the washer-

woman ‘very alike’ in figure? 

They are both plump, rounded! 

Make them think about what we know about Toad from 

previous chapters, how he has been physically 

described, his liking for food… 
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11 What did Toad, at first, think 

about the idea the gaoler’s 

daughter suggested to him? 

‘…you wouldn’t surely have Mr Toad, of Toad Hall, 

going about the country disguised as a washerwoman!’ 

He felt it was beneath him, being the owner of a big 

house and very rich; to have to escape dressed up as 

someone who didn’t earn much for washing clothes! Hw 

was being a snob! 

12 What made the washerwoman 

agree very easily once she met 

Toad? 

It wasn’t meeting Toad, it was ‘the sight of certain 

golden sovereigns…placed on the table in full view…’ 

He’d put the money out on the table which attracted 

her attention and it was a reasonable amount so she 

wasn’t going to say ‘no’! 

13 Why did she demand that she be 

tied up? What does the author 

mean when he writes – ‘she hoped 

to retain her situation, in spite of 

the suspicious appearance of 

things’? 

She wanted it to look as if she hadn’t had a choice, as 

if she had been made to swap clothes. That way she 

hoped to keep her job, even if it looked suspicious, 

being tied up had to persuade them she had resisted. 

14 Why did it seem like hours before 

he finally got out of the castle? 

He was worried all the time that he would be caught 

out, or that someone would be suspicious and stop him. 

Every second he was waiting for someone to shout 

‘Stop!’ 

15 Why did he have to leave town 

quickly? What did he realise? 

The washerwoman lived in the town and would be 

known by everyone. He couldn’t keep pretending to be 

her because he would be found out. He had to get out 

of the town, away from town he could still pretend to 

be a washer woman and no-one would suspect.  

16 What was the problem at the 

station when he went to pay? 

What was the problem with 

finding the money? 

He had no money. He’d left his money behind with his 

clothes. He tried to find his pocket and got his hand 

caught in all the material of the long skirt! He wasn’t 

used to that! 

17 Why was he really crying? ‘…he would be caught, reviled, loaded with chains…’ He 

was thinking about what would happen to him when he 

was found and recaptured. 

18 Why was the driver so astonished 

at what Toad did as the train’s 

speed increased? 

‘…had come across washerwomen before…but never 

one at all like this.’  

Toad was skipping and shouting and singing and not at 

all behaving like a hard-working washerwoman would, 

especially one with lots of children she wants to get 

back to. 

19 Why was the driver sympathetic 

towards Toad? Why didn’t he just 

stop the train and hand him over? 

‘I don’t hold with motor-cars…I don’t hold with being 

ordered about by policemen…the sight of an animal in 

tears always makes me feel queer and softhearted.’ 
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20 ‘They piled on more coals…’ what 

does the author imply here? 

That both the driver and Toad was putting coal in the 

furnace. It wasn’t just the driver.  

You may need to lead them to this. 

21 What was the driver’s plan to get 

him off the train? Why would it 

work? 

He’d go fast up to and through the tunnel and then 

brake and Toad would jump off. 

The following train would slow down coming up to and 

through the tunnel so the gap between them would 

widen, giving Toad a chance to get way from the 

railway line without being seen. 

22 Why did Toad give a ‘hearty 

laugh’? 

He had seen his pursuers going straight past him, 

chasing after a train that he was no longer on! He’d 

escaped! 

23 Why did he soon stop laughing 

though? 

‘…it was now very late and dark and cold, and he was in 

an unknown wood, with no money and no chance of 

supper, and still far from friends and home…’  

24 What might there have been in 

these woods? Remember when 

Mole got lost? Remember what 

Rat said about the animals that 

lived in the Wild Woods? 

Stoats and weasels. I bet they wouldn’t have minded 

doing to Toad what they did to Mole! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Nine – Wayfarers All 

1 Why were the ranks of birds 

getting thinner ‘steadily day by 

day’? What was fast approaching 

to make the birds leave? 

Autumn was approaching. We know that because ‘green 

had given way to gold’, ‘the rowans were reddening’, and 

the ‘woods were dashed here and there with a tawny 

fierceness’. In the autumn many birds fly south for 

winter and this is what all this is about. 

2 Was Rat affected by all this 

movement and changing? 

Yes. 

‘…still, he could not help noticing what ws in the air, and 

feeling some of its influence in its bones.’ 

3 ‘…the forest of stiff strong 

stalks that carried their own 

golden sky away over his head…’ 

What is the author writing about 

and why does he describe it like 

this? What is he saying about 

Rat? 

It’s a field of ripe wheat. 

By calling it a forest and talking about the golden sky 

over his head the author is telling us jut how small Rat 

is really, especially compared to things that aren’t tall 

to us – like wheat in a field.  

4 Why were the field mice and 

harvest mice preoccupied? 

Getting ready to move. 

Getting ready to find somewhere better to live, ready 

for the Autumn and Winter. 

5 What are ‘those horrid machines’ 

they talk about? 

Combine harvesters. 

You may need to lead them to this. 

6 Why was Rat so grumpy? He wanted someone to go with him for a walk and they 

were all too busy and getting ready to move awy. 

7 Were the swallows about to 

leave? 

No. 

‘We’re only making plans and arranging things…what 

route…where we’ll stop…that’s half the fun!’ 

8 Why didn’t it work for the 

swallow, staying back instead of 

leaving? 

‘O the weary length of nights! The shivering, sunless 

days! The air so clammy and chill and not an insect in an 

acre of it!’ 

The nights were too long, the weather cold and damp, 

and all the insects, which they feed on, were gone. 

9 Why did he begin to think about 

the road? 

He began to think about who had gone along it, and 

where it went to, and what they’d done when they’d 

reached where they were going.. 

‘…all the wondrous world that it led too; on all the 

wayfarers…that might have trodden it…and the 

fortunes and adventures they had gone to seek…’ 

10 Why was Rat not quite so bubbly 

about this being the only life to 

lead when the wayfarer rat was 

talking about it? 

He’d had all those other animals going on about moving 

and all the delights of where they were going and he 

was beginning to get influenced by this and begin to 

think that perhaps he should be off to find something 

better. 
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11 Where did the Wayfarer Rat 

come from? 

Constantinople. 

You’ll have to explain that it’s now called Istanbul and is 

in Turkey. 

12 How did his ancestors get to 

Constantinople? 

On a ship with people from Norway. They’d stayed along 

with the Norwegians (Vikings really). 

13 Why do you think that his home 

port (Constantinople) was no more 

his home than any other port? 

Because he was always travelling from port to port. 

Was never anywhere for very long. Any port was home 

to him. 

‘Set me down on any…quays or foreshores and I am 

home again.’ 

14 Why did the Sea Rat go on his 

last voyage? 

‘Family troubles, as usual, began it. The domestic 

storm-cone was hoisted…’ 

There were problems at home so he ran away from 

them, rather than staying and sorting it out. 

15 Why was Venice a fine city for 

the Sea Rat? 

‘…a rat can wander at his ease and take his pleasure!’ 

‘…sit at the edge of the Grand Canal at night, feasting 

with his friends…’ 

16 Why did the Sea Rat stay so long 

in Sicily? 

‘I know everybody there, and their ways just suit me. I 

spent many jolly weeks in the island, stating with 

friends up country.’ 

17 Was it a hard life for the Sea Rat 

on a boat/ship? 

No, because he was a rat. It was a hard life for the 

crew, having to do all the work, but not for him! 

18 Why did the Sea Rat sometimes 

wake up crying?  

‘…sometimes I dream of the shell-fish of Marseilles…’ 

The shellfish must have been fantastic, that he woke 

up crying because he couldn’t have them; he was only 

dreaming about them! 

19 Why did Rat include such an odd 

selection in his picnic basket? 

‘…remembering the stranger’s origin and preferences…’ 

Rat remembered that the Sea Rat had been all over the 

world and eaten all sorts of things, so he didn’t want to 

just give him basic food, but wanted to give him stuff 

that would remind him of all the places he had visited 

and of the same sort of food he had eaten in these 

places. 

20 What hypnotised Rat, made him 

listen intently, forgetting 

everything else? 

The Sea Rat’s eyes, making him think of the sea; the 

red wine, making him think of the warm South. 

21 When he went home did Rat 

behave normally? 

No, ‘…moving about the room like a sleep-walker; 

listening ever…’ 

He was still hypnotised/bound by the talk of the Sea 

Rat. 
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22 Why was Mole so alarmed? Never seen Rat like this before. 

‘…looking into his eyes saw…the eyes of some other 

animal.’ He realised that something had taken over Rat 

and that he wasn’t thinking straight. 

23 How did Mole begin the cure for 

Rat? What was the most 

significant thing that he did? 

‘…returned with a pencil and a few half-sheets of 

paper…’ 

He suggested that Rat write some poems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Ten – The Further Adventures of Toad 

1 Why did Toad sleep so well in the 

hollow tree? 

He’d been sleeping for weeks ‘on straw over stone 

flags’. It wasn’t much different to where he’d been 

before. It wasn’t as if he’d been sleeping in a proper 

bed for the last few weeks! 

2 ‘…cold but confident, hungry but 

hopeful’, what do you notice about 

the author’s choice of words here? 

Alliteration. 

 You may need to get them to look carefully, and hint a 

bit! 

3 Why didn’t he appreciate having 

the early morning and the 

countryside to himself? 

‘Toad, however, was looking for something that could 

talk, and tell him clearly which way he ought to go.’ 

He wanted someone to turn up who could help him. He 

was lost, didn’t know where he was. 

4 What does Toad’s little speech to 

the barge-woman tell you about 

him? 

He always overdoes it. He throws himself too much 

into the idea of being a washer-woman, and makes too 

many things up. It’s called ‘gilding the lily’! I.e. he could 

have just kept it simple. There wasn’t any real need to 

go on and on; all the barge-woman had said was ‘Good 

morning!’ 

5 When did Toad’s overdoing it let 

him down? When did all the things 

he made up and said come back to 

haunt him? 

He said he loved washing it, ‘.I simply dote on it’. So 

the barge-woman told him to do some of hers instead 

of sitting being idle!! 

6 Why couldn’t the barge-woman do 

her own washing? 

She had too much to do; and her husband was off with 

the dog. He was supposed to be steering but she was 

having to do it. 

7 Why did Toad talk about the 

rabbit? What is the writer 

telling/reminding you about? 

That he’s a greedy pig; that he was hungry; that it was 

all he could think about – food. 

8 ‘Nothing that he could do to the 

things seemed to please them or 

do them good.’ What is the author 

talking about and what is he really 

saying? How could you rewrite 

this? 

The clothes he was trying to wash. 

He just couldn’t get them clean. 

‘Whatever he did the clothes did not get any cleaner. 

9 Why did the barge-woman laugh so 

much that tears ran down her 

cheeks? 

She’d been watching Toad try to do the washing, and 

it had been obvious that he hadn’t a clue. It was a 

funny scene, seeing him try all sorts of different 

things to try and get the washing clean! 

10 What really made the Barge-

woman chuck Toad off the boat? 

The fact that he was a toad, not that he was rude to 

her. She didn’t like toads! 

11 What was the problem with the 

cotton gown, once he hit the water 

and tried to get out? 

It got in the way as he tried to climb out. 

‘…but the cotton gown greatly impeded his efforts…’ 

Impede • verb delay or block the progress or action 

of.  
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12 How did he take revenge on the 

barge-woman? 

Stole the horse! 

13 Why didn’t he gallop on and on? ‘The barge-horse was not capable of any very 

sustained effort, and its gallop soon subsided into a 

trot…’ 

14 ‘So there he sat, and sniffed and 

sniffed, and looked at the gypsy 

and the gypsy sat and smoked, and 

looked at him.’ Why did Toad not 

just talk to him? 

He was thinking. He was very hungry, but wasn’t quite 

sure how he was going to persuade the gypsy to let 

him have some of that wonderful food he could smell. 

That is why he kept sniffing, because the food smelt 

so good! 

15 What did the gypsy’s offer mean 

to Toad? 

‘…ready money and a solid breakfast.’ 

16 What does it tell you about Toad, 

that he had to sit and think about 

the gypsy’s first offer for the 

horse? 

‘’Shillin’ a leg…’ 

He had to sit and work out that he had to times that 

by 4! Shows that though he can come up with some 

good ideas, he’s not exactly a bright toad! 

17 What made him take the money in 

the end? Why didn’t he hold out 

for much, much more? 

‘To one in such a situation, five shillings may very well 

appear a large sum of money.’ 

‘…the horse hadn’t cost him anything; so whatever he 

got was all clear profit.’ 

The horse hadn’t cost him any money as he’d stolen it, 

and he was very hungry. He just needed some money in 

case he needed it, and he was very hungry! 

18 His song reveals yet one more 

thing about himself, what is it? 

He thought he was much better than he was. He was 

conceited. He was boastful. 

19 ‘He stepped confidently out into 

the road to hail the motor-car…’ 

What had he forgotten to do being 

so proud of himself? 

To think. He had forgotten that he was actually an 

escapee. He hadn’t thought to check before he walked 

out. 

20 Why didn’t he run off the road? 

How do his moods change? 

He was overcome with despair. His mood goes from 

highs to lows, in big swoops, there’s no middle mood 

for him; so he couldn’t think about moving off the road 

because all he could think about was what would 

happen to him when he was caught again. 

21 Why did he ask if he could sit in 

the front of the car? 

He was overcome by his passion for motor-cars! He 

wanted to get closer to the wheel! He wasn’t really 

thinking he would feel better there! 

22 Why did the gentlemen agree to 

letting Toad have a go at the 

wheel? 

They didn’t know it was him. They thought a 

washerwoman wouldn’t be able to drive a car so they 

could afford to let her have a go. Maybe she wouldn’t 

even be able to move it, or if she did, she wouldn’t 

drive it fast! 
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23 Why did he reveal who he was to 

them? 

He was upset at being referred to as ‘washerwoman’. 

He wanted them to know that it was him and that he 

was great at driving! 

‘This annoyed him, and he began to lose his head.’ 

24 Where did he end up? Outside Rat’s home! 
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Chapter Eleven – ‘Like Summer 

Tempests came his Tears’ 

 

1 Why was Toad so happy, standing 

there in Rat’s home? 

He was in a friend’s house; he didn’t have to 

escape from anyone again; he didn’t have to wear 

a disguise. 

2 Toad didn’t like being ordered 

about by Rat. What made him do 

what he was told, though? 

‘…he caught sight of himself in the looking-

glass…and he changed his mind.’ 

He realised just how awful he looked and couldn’t 

stand it, being a vain Toad. 

3 Why did Toad agree with 

everything that Rat said about his 

adventures, it was totally unlike 

him? 

‘the fact is, while I ws hanging on the edge of 

your hole and getting my breath, I had a sudden 

idea…connected with motor-boats…’ 

Toad was choosing a new fad. Motor-cars were 

boring now. 

4 What did Mole and Badger decide 

to do when Toad was imprisoned? 

‘…they arranged to move their things into Toad 

Hall, and sleep there, and keep it aired, and have 

it all ready for you when you turned up.’ 

5 Who did invade Toad Hall Weasels, stoats, ferrets. 

6 What happened to Mole and 

Badger? 

‘They took them and beat them severely with 

sticks…and turned them out into the cold and the 

wet, with many insulting and uncalled-for 

remarks!’ 

7 What were the weasels, ferrets 

and stoats doing other than eating 

Toad’s food and drinking his drink? 

‘…making bad jokes about you, and singing vulgar 

songs, about…prisons, and magistrates, and 

policemen...telling the tradesmen…that they’ve 

come to stay for good.’ 

8 What startled Toad when he tried 

to get to Toad Hall? 

He was shot at! 

‘Toad prudently dropped flat in the road and Bang! 

a bullet whistled over his head.’ 

9 What happened when he tried to 

gain access via the river? 

‘Crash! 

A great tone, dropped from above, smashed 

through the bottom of the boat.’ 

10 Why was Rat so cross about it? ‘Lost me my boat that I ws so fond of…and simply 

ruined that nice suit of clothes that I lent you!’ 

11 How did Toad get Rat on his side 

again? 

By admitting he was wrong and that he would 

listen to him in the future and not do anything 

without asking his advice. 

I ‘…will take no action without your kind advice 

and full approval!’ 

12 Why did Badge sound so down? 

How did Rat reassure Toad who 

was somewhat alarmed? 

‘He’s always rather low and despondent when he’s 

wanting his victuals. In half an hour’s time he’ll be 

quite a different animal.’ 

Despondent • adjective in low spirits from loss of 
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hope or courage.  

13 Why had Toad’s father never told 

him about the passageway? 

‘He…simply cannot hold his tongue…’ 

His father knew that he couldn’t keep a secret 

and if he’d told him then everyone would soon 

have known and then it would never have been of 

any real use in an emergency. 

14 Why was the feast such a good 

thing? 

‘No guns, no swords, no sticks, no arms of any sort 

whatever!’ 

15 What was not quite right with the 

adventures that Toad told Mole at 

the end of the chapter? 

They weren’t the real truth. They were what he 

would like to have done if he’d had the time to 

think about it and do it again! 

‘…much that he related belonged rather more 

properly to the category of what-might-have 

happened-had-I-only-thought-of-it-in-time.’ 

Chapter Twelve – The Return of 

Ulysses 

 

16 Why did the getting ready take so 

long? 

There were so many things that each of them had 

to have – belt, sword, cutlass, pistols, truncheon, 

handcuffs, bandages & plasters, flask, sandwich-

case! 

17 Why did Badger laugh but let Rat 

get on with it? 

‘It amuses you and it doesn’t hurt me. I’m going to 

do all I’ve got to do with this here stick.’ 

18 Why did Toad not complain loudly 

about being the person at the end 

of the line? 

 He was ‘so anxious not to be left out that he took 

up the inferior position assigned to him without a 

murmur.’ 

He was willing to put up with anything so long as 

they would take him with them. He didn’t want to 

miss out on anything. 

19 Why did Rat end up at the back? Because Toad caused two incidents and Badger 

was fuming. Both Mole and Rat had to promise to 

look after Toad, and make sure he did as he was 

told properly. 

20 Why did Badger need to restrain 

(hold back) Toad, standing there in 

the pantry? 

The weasels were being rude and sarcastic about 

Toad, so it was winding him up. 

21 Why did they succeed; after all 

they were only four and the 

weasels were many? 

The weasels were panic-stricken. Because it had 

happened so suddenly the weasels didn’t have the 

time to think about what to do they just 

automatically tried to run away. 

22 Why did Badger choose Mole with 

the job of cleaning the upstairs? 

‘I know I can trust you to see a thing done…’ 
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23 Why was Badger so particular with 

his orders for Mole and the 

bedrooms? 

They ‘…presently retires to rest between clean 

sheets…’ 

He wanted it all just so, so that they could 

collapse in them at the end of the evening and 

just go to sleep. 

24 Why did Toad agree to write the 

invitations? 

He wanted to make sure everybody knew that he’d 

played a big part, if not the chief part, in getting 

Toad Hall back, and he wanted to make sure they 

knew what he was going to do that evening! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


