
Chapter One – The River Bank – The Wind in the Willows 

 

 

1 How many tools did Mole need for his spring-cleaning? 

2 Why was he spring-cleaning? 

3 ‘Something up above was calling him imperiously…’ What is meant by ‘imperiously’? 

4 The author has made up a word in describing Mole’s progress to the surface. What is it and 

why did he make it up? 

5 What was better than whitewashing? 

6 Mole chaffed the rabbits. Look at what he says. What does ‘chaffed’ mean and why does he 

say what he says, do you think? 

7 What does the author think is the best bit of being on holiday? 

8 How does the author describe the river? What device does he use? 

9 Why does the author use so many words to describe the river? ‘All was a-shake and a-

shiver – glints and gleams and sparkles, rustle and swirl, chatter and bubble.’ 

10 What was ‘too glittering and small for a glow-worm’? 

11 Why did ‘Mole’s whole heart’ go out to the boat ‘at once’? 

12 ‘sculled’? (‘The Rat sculled smartly across…’) 

13 Why did Mole step ‘gingerly down’? 

14 What did Rat think was the best thing? 

15 Why does the author not put any commas in the list of foods in the luncheon-basket? 

16 Why in February are Rat’s cellars and basements ‘brimming with drink that’s no good to me’? 

17 Why does Mole think that living on the river might be a bit dull? 

18 Why does nobody interfere with Badger in the Wild Wood? 

19 Why does Rat not trust the weasels and stoats and foxes? 

20 Why does Rat tell Mole not to even mention the Wide World? 

21 Why was Mole only able to say ‘Oh my! Oh my! Oh my!’? 

22 Why did Mole want to unpack the luncheon-basket so much? 

23 What struck Mole as funny? What was it? 

24 What does Badger not like? 

25 How many boats had Toad played in because of his fads? 

Can you work out what type of boat a wager-boat is from the text? 

26 What have we learnt about Toad’s character just from this information about the boats? 

27 Why did the Sun look so ‘bright and welcome’ as Mole returned to the surface? 

28 What sort of character does Rat have? He didn’t get annoyed even when Mole tipped the 

boat over? 

29 Why was Mole so upset about what he’d done? 

30 How does the author write about all these animals? What have you noticed about their 

portrayal? 

 



Chapter Two – The Open Road – The Wind in the Willows 

1 Why was Ratty not listening to Mole at the beginning of the chapter? 

2 What was Ratty doing earlier in the day that annoyed the ducks so much? 

3 Why did the ducks have to surface when he did this? 

4 What does ‘Up tails all!’ mean in Ratty’s song? 

5 Are the ducks poetry lovers? 

6 Why does Mole say, ‘So it is, so it is,’ and then, ‘Well then, it isn’t, it isn’t,’ when Ratty is 

talking about the ducks not liking him writing poems about them? 

7 Why does Mr Toad have such a fascination for Mole? 

8 Why doesn’t it matter what time they turn up at Mr Toad’s place? 

9 Why does Rat say, ‘We can’t all be geniuses...’ what is he implying about himself and Mr 

Toad? 

10 Ratty says Mr Toad is conceited, what does he mean by that? 

11 What did Rat notice about the boathouse as he arrived and what did he decide had 

happened? 

12 Mr Toad says, ‘I want you badly – both of you.’ Is that true? 

13 Why did Mr Toad turn red when Rat nudged Mole? 

14 Why does the author say that Rat spoke, ‘with an innocent air’, when he said he still needed 

more coaching at rowing?  

15 Why was Mr Toad so taken by the idea of the gypsy caravan? 

16 Why was Rat not interested in looking inside the caravan? 

17 What would you store in the locker? Why would it be so different to what Mr Toad has put 

in there? 

18 Why are ‘we’, ‘start’ and ‘this afternoon’ in italics in Rat’s answer to Mr Toad saying – ‘when 

we make our start this afternoon’? Why has the author insisted on this? 

19 Why does Toad speak ‘imploringly’? 

20 Why did it all sound interesting to Mole? 

21 Why does Mr Toad say, ‘Come along in and have some lunch,’ diplomatically? 

22 ‘Disregarding the rat, he proceeded to play upon the inexperienced Mole as on a harp.’ This is 

how the author describes Mr Toad’s behaviour over lunch. Why? 

23 Why, in the end did Rat go with them? 

24 Why does the author not have the old grey horse talk? 

25 Why did the rabbits, say, ‘Oh my! Oh my!’ as they went by that afternoon. 

26 ‘I think about it,’ he added pathetically… Rat is thinking about his river. Why does he speak 

pathetically? What is the author implying about Rat? 

27 Why does Rat not just up and leave, there and then as he’s so homesick? 

28 Why did Mr Toad want to go back to his bunk on the second morning 

29 Why does the author call the driver of the motor car a ‘pilot’? 

30 What had happened to Mr Toad as he’d watched the car drive by and off into the distance? 

 



Chapter Three – The Wild Wood - The Wind in the Willows 

1 Why did Mole want to meet Badger so much? 

2 Why did Rat always put him off when he asked to see Badger? 

3 What do Badgers hate? 

4 What were the two reasons that Rat gave as to why they couldn’t just go and visit 

Badger? 

5 Rat is evasive when talking about the Wild Wood. What does that tell us about the 

Wild Wood? 

6 The river’s speed ‘mocked’ at boating of any sort or kind. How is the author writing 

about the river? 

7 What made Mole start to think about Badger again? 

8 What was it like to live with Ratty in the winter? 

9 The author uses personification to describe the march of the summer. Find the 

evidence. 

10 Why did Mole finally decide to get up and go find Badger for himself? 

11 Why could he see so far on his walk? 

12 ‘…like a black reef in some still southern sea.’ What poetic device is used here? 

13 ‘…and trees crouched nearer and nearer, and holes made ugly mouths at him on either 

side.’ What is the author building up in your mind? 

14 What might the faces have been? Who else lived in the Wild Woods, other than 

Badger? 

15 When he first saw the face, was he bothered? How do we know? 

16 ‘…all fixing on him glances of malice and hatred: all hard-eyed and evil and sharp.’ Why 

has the author used so many words to do with badness? 

17 What was the whistling? 

18 ‘And he--he was alone, and unarmed, and far from any help; and the night was closing 

in.’ What does this make you feel about Mole and the situation he’s in. 

19 What made him realise the pattering was the sound of footsteps and not falling 

leaves? 

20 Why did the rabbit not try to swerve around Mole? 

21 When he took refuge in the beech tree did he know he was safe? 

22 What had Rat tried to shelter him from? 

23 Why did Rat not look up straightaway and notice Mole was gone? 

24 What did Mole take with him into the Wild Wood? 

25 Why was there no hesitation when Rat entered the Wild Wood? 

26 What was the problem when they got up to make their way home? 

27 How was the snow changing the look of the forest? 

28 What do you find out about Mole when they discover the door-scraper, and then the 

door-mat? 

29 Mole helped Rat to scrape away more snow. Had he worked out the importance of the 

mat and scraper? 

 



Chapter Four – Mr Badger - The Wind in the Willows 

1 Why does Mr Badger greet them like he does? What is he trying to tell them by 

saying ‘the very next time this happens’? 

2 ‘They followed him, nudging each other in an anticipating sort of way.’ What does this 

mean? 

3 ‘A couple of…settles…gave further sitting accommodation for the sociably disposed.’ 

What does this mean? Why? 

4 Why are the floor ’smiling’, the settles ‘cheerful’, and the plates ‘grinning’? What is 

the author trying to get across to the reader about the place? 

5 ‘it seemed to the storm-driven animals, now in safe anchorage…’ What are the animals 

being compared to? 

6 How hungry were they? How do you know? 

7 Why is it a regrettable conversation when they do start talking? 

8 Why was it good to explain to Badger what they’d been doing that they’d ended up 

outside Badger’s door? 

9 Why was Toad going from ‘bad to worse’? 

10 Why did he crash so often? What was the problem? 

11 Why won’t he hire someone to drive? 

12 What is the problem with all these crashes? What could it lead to? 

13 Why couldn’t Badger do anything now? What word has the author avoided using when 

talking about the winter and the animal’s habits? Why? 

14 How will they sort Toad out?  

15 Why was Mole so happy in Badger’s home but Ratty less so? 

16 Why did the beds look ’soft and inviting’? 

17 ‘-mother would have us go, was the weather ever so-’ What does this mean? 

18 Why did Badger not just say he was going for a snooze? Why did he give an excuse? 

19 Why did Otter not worry when he found out that Ratty and Mole were missing? 

20 Why was Otter so annoyed wit the rabbits? 

21 What does the author imply by what Otter says, ‘…if I had had the luck to meet any 

of ‘Them’ I’d have learnt something more – or they would.’ Why is the word ‘they’ in 

italics? 

22 What was it about being underground that Mole and Badger liked so much? 

23 What, for Badger, is one of the best things about living underground which does not 

apply to Ratty and Toad living up on the surface? 

 



Chapter Five – Dulce Domum – The Wind in the Willows 

1 ‘Plodding at random across the plough…’ What does ‘plough’ mean? 

2 Why did the beaten track make walking ‘a lighter business’? 

3 Why did Mole talk about coming to the village ‘dubiously’? 

4 Why was it fine at this time of the year? 

5 ‘The rapid nightfall…had quite beset the little village’ What does ‘beset’ mean? 

6 What was the natural grace those inside had? Why was it the last skill an actor achieved? 

7 Why did they look through the windows with ‘something of wistfulness in their eyes’? 

8 Why did Mole think about food so much as he walked along? 

9 What did he suddenly smell? Did he recognise it straight away? 

10 Why hadn’t he thought about home for so long? 

11 Why was it calling so hard, after all it was shabby, and poorly furnished and small? 

12 Why didn’t Ratty stop when asked to? 

13 ‘Poor Mole…a big sob gathering, gathering, somewhere low down inside him, to leap up to the 

surface presently…in passionate embrace.’ What does this mean? What is the author trying 

to tell us about Mole’s emotions? 

14 Why didn’t Mole just turn tail and go find his home? 

15 Why didn’t Ratty notice Mole’s silence? 

16 Why did Mole finally give in and sob his heart out? 

17 ‘…the tunnel to which his unerring nose had faithfully led him.’ What does ‘unerring’ mean? 

18 ‘…seemed a long time to Rate ere the passage ended...’ What does ‘ere’ mean? 

19 Why was Mole so upset when he entered his home? 

20 What does it tell you about Ratty’s character, that he sorted everything out, and Mole’s 

character that he collapsed in a miserable heap? 

21 What did Ratty do that was perfect for getting Mole out of the dismals (his miserable 

mood)and back to good humour? 

22 Why was there ‘no more talk of play-acting once the very real and solid contents of the 

basket had been tumbled out on the table’? 

23 ‘…a lately barren board set thick with savoury comforts’? Can you rewrite this to make 

sense to you and the other children? 

24 ‘…their jacket pockets stuffed with remembrances for the small brothers and sisters at 

home.’ What might the ‘remembrances’ be? 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapters Six and Seven 

Chapter Six – Mr Toad 

1 ‘Bother!’ said the Rat, all over egg.’ What does ‘all over egg’ mean? Why does he say ‘Bother!’? 

2 Why was it a wonderful thing for Mr Badger to visit them? 

3 What was the problem that morning, that brought Mr Badger to them? 

4 ‘…which transform him…into an Object which throws any decent-minded animal that comes 

across it into a violent fit.’ What is the author implying? What does it mean by violent fit in 

this instance? 

5 Mr Toad’s ‘hearty accents faltered and fell away’. Why? 

6 Why did Badger and Mole and Rat do what they did to Toad? 

7 Why did Toad change his mind about being sorry once he was out of the smoking-room? 

8 What was badger’s warning before he went off for a walk and did Rat listen? 

9 What was it that Rat told Toad without him realising that was so useful to Toad? 

10 Why ws it a gloomy luncheon for Rat when the others returned?  

11 What made Toad ‘start and fall a-trembling’? 

12 What made Toad drive away in the car, without thinking of the consequences? 

13 Who are the ‘brutal minions of the law’? 

14 Why does the author spend so much time describing his passage through the building? What 

is he building up in your mind? 

15 Why does the author make the sergeant use such old-fashioned language by the time they 

reach the ‘grimmest dungeon’? 

Chapter Seven – The Piper at the Gates of Dawn 

16 Was it dark at ten o’clock in the evening? Where’s the evidence? 

17 When the author writes that ‘Mole lay stretched on the bank, still panting from the stress 

of the fierce day that had been cloudless from dawn to late sunset…’ What is he implying 

about the day? Why can’t Mole do anything other than lie there? 

18 Why was Mole not bothered about Portly’s disappearance? 

19 Why did Otter choose that spot to sit all night in hope? 

20 Was the night silent out on the river? Why not? 

21 What does it mean, when the moon came out that – ‘all radiant again as by day, but with a 

difference that was tremendous. Their old haunts greeted them again in other raiment…’ 

22 What type of music did Rat hear? 

23 Normally if you read about He or Him in a book it refers to God, but who is it referring to 

here? What and who do they see? 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Eight – Toad’s Adventures 

1 What made Toad ‘shed bitter tears’ and abandon himself to ‘dark despair’? 

2 Did he feel it unfair that he was imprisoned for stealing? What word tells you his opinion? 

3 What did his gaoler keep pointing out to him? What could he have done? 

4 Why did the canary annoy the prisoners so much? 

5 What was it that made Toad think for a moment that ‘perhaps life was not such a blank 

and desperate thing as he had imagined’? 

6 Why did the smell of buttered toast talk to Toad of warm kitchen and breakfasts on 

bright frosty mornings? 

7 How does Toad describe his house? What sort of manner does he use? 

8 Why did the girl not say that she was fond of animals as pets? 

9 The daughter was sorry for Toad, begin shut up in the dungeon, but what did Toad think 

was happening? 

10 Why are Toad and the washer-woman ‘very alike’ in figure? 

11 What did Toad, at first, think about the idea the gaoler’s daughter suggested to him? 

12 What made the washerwoman agree very easily once she met Toad? 

13 Why did she demand that she be tied up? What does the author mean when he writes – 

‘she hoped to retain her situation, in spite of the suspicious appearance of things’? 

14 Why did it seem like hours before he finally got out of the castle? 

15 Why did he have to leave town quickly? What did he realise? 

16 What was the problem at the station when he went to pay? What was the problem with 

finding the money? 

17 Why was he really crying? 

18 Why was the driver so astonished at what Toad did as the train’s speed increased? 

19 Why was the driver sympathetic towards Toad? Why didn’t he just stop the train and 

hand him over? 

20 ‘They piled on more coals…’ what does the author imply here? 

21 What was the driver’s plan to get him off the train? Why would it work? 

22 Why did Toad give a ‘hearty laugh’? 

23 Why did he soon stop laughing though? 

24 What might there have been in these woods? Remember when Mole got lost? Remember 

what Rat said about the animals that lived in the Wild Woods? 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Nine – Wayfarers All 

1 Why were the ranks of birds getting thinner ‘steadily day by day’? What was fast 

approaching to make the birds leave? 

2 Was Rat affected by all this movement and changing? 

3 ‘…the forest of stiff strong stalks that carried their own golden sky away over his head…’ 

What is the author writing about and why does he describe it like this? What is he saying 

about Rat? 

4 Why were the field mice and harvest mice preoccupied? 

5 What are ‘those horrid machines’ they talk about? 

6 Why was Rat so grumpy? 

7 Were the swallows about to leave? 

8 Why didn’t it work for the swallow, staying back instead of leaving? 

9 Why did he begin to think about the road? 

10 Why was Rat not quite so bubbly about this being the only life to lead when the wayfarer 

rat was talking about it? 

11 Where did the Wayfarer Rat come from? 

12 How did his ancestors get to Constantinople? 

13 Why do you think that his home port (Constantinople) was no more his home than any other 

port? 

14 Why did the Sea Rat go on his last voyage? 

15 Why was Venice a fine city for the Sea Rat? 

16 Why did the Sea Rat stay so long in Sicily? 

17 Was it a hard life for the Sea Rat on a boat/ship? 

18 Why did the Sea Rat sometimes wake up crying?  

19 Why did Rat include such an odd selection in his picnic basket? 

20 What hypnotised Rat, made him listen intently, forgetting everything else? 

21 When he went home did Rat behave normally? 

22 Why was Mole so alarmed? 

23 How did Mole begin the cure for Rat? What was the most significant thing that he did? 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapter Ten – The Further Adventures of Toad 

1 Why did Toad sleep so well in the hollow tree? 

2 ‘…cold but confident, hungry but hopeful’, what do you notice about the author’s choice of 

words here? 

3 Why didn’t he appreciate having the early morning and the countryside to himself? 

4 What does Toad’s little speech to the barge-woman tell you about him? 

5 When did Toad’s overdoing it let him down? When did all the things he made up and said 

come back to haunt him? 

6 Why couldn’t the barge-woman do her own washing? 

7 Why did Toad talk about the rabbit? What is the writer telling/reminding you about? 

8 ‘Nothing that he could do to the things seemed to please them or do them good.’ What is 

the author talking about and what is he really saying? How could you rewrite this? 

9 Why did the barge-woman laugh so much that tears ran down her cheeks? 

10 What really made the Barge-woman chuck Toad off the boat? 

11 What was the problem with the cotton gown, once he hit the water and tried to get out? 

12 How did he take revenge on the barge-woman? 

13 Why didn’t he gallop on and on? 

14 ‘So there he sat, and sniffed and sniffed, and looked at the gypsy and the gypsy sat and 

smoked, and looked at him.’ Why did Toad not just talk to him? 

15 What did the gypsy’s offer mean to Toad? 

16 What does it tell you about Toad, that he had to sit and think about the gypsy’s first offer 

for the horse? 

17 What made him take the money in the end? Why didn’t he hold out for much, much more? 

18 His song reveals yet one more thing about himself, what is it? 

19 ‘He stepped confidently out into the road to hail the motor-car…’ What had he forgotten to 

do being so proud of himself? 

20 Why didn’t he run off the road? How do his moods change? 

21 Why did he ask if he could sit in the front of the car? 

22 Why did the gentlemen agree to letting Toad have a go at the wheel? 

23 Why did he reveal who he was to them? 

24 Where did he end up? 

 



The Wind in the Willows – Chapters Eleven and Twelve 

Chapter Eleven – ‘Like Summer Tempests came his Tears’ 

1 Why was Toad so happy, standing there in Rat’s home? 

2 Toad didn’t like being ordered about by Rat. What made him do what he was told, 

though? 

3 Why did Toad agree with everything that Rat said about his adventures, it was totally 

unlike him? 

4 What did Mole and Badger decide to do when Toad was imprisoned? 

5 Who did invade Toad Hall 

6 What happened to Mole and Badger? 

7 What were the weasels, ferrets and stoats doing other than eating Toad’s food and 

drinking his drink? 

8 What startled Toad when he tried to get to Toad Hall? 

9 What happened when he tried to gain access via the river? 

10 Why was Rat so cross about it? 

11 How did Toad get Rat on his side again? 

12 Why did Badge sound so down? How did Rat reassure Toad who was somewhat 

alarmed? 

13 Why had Toad’s father never told him about the passageway? 

14 Why was the feast such a good thing? 

15 What was not quite right with the adventures that Toad told Mole at the end of the 

chapter? 

Chapter Twelve – The Return of Ulysses 

16 Why did the getting ready take so long? 

17 Why did Badger laugh but let Rat get on with it? 

18 Why did Toad not complain loudly about being the person at the end of the line? 

19 Why did Rat end up at the back? 

20 Why did Badger need to restrain (hold back) Toad, standing there in the pantry? 

21 Why did they succeed; after all they were only four and the weasels were many? 

22 Why did Badger choose Mole with the job of cleaning the upstairs? 

23 Why was Badger so particular with his orders for Mole and the bedrooms? 

24 Why did Toad agree to write the invitations? 

 


